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From the desk of the Editor NOVA

All this pitting of sex against sex, of quality against quality;
all this claiming of superiority and imputing of inferiority
belong to the private-school stage of human existence
where there are sides, and it is necessary for one side to
beat another side.

-Virginia Woolf, 4 Room of One's Own, 1929

The emotional, sexual, and psychosomatic pigeonholing of
females starts when the physician says, "It's a girl." And, the forms
of "oppression," that the girl has to undergo under the mutiny of social
and cultural stigmas from her birth itself, yielded much bitterness
among the educated and socially robust female thinkers.

Indeed, Indian women have to negotiate their continued
existence through an array of oppressive patriarchal family structures.
Though, several communities in India, such as the Nairs of Kerala,
certain Maratha clans, and tribal families exhibit matriarchal
tendencies, with the head of the family being the oldest women rather
than the oldest man, yet the overall situation of Indian women in any
sphere of life is always clouded by some sharp stigmas

Therefore, her Excellency Pratibhaji is never looked with
same honor as with Kalamji. Soniaji is only a Chairperson of UPA
government and not the Prime Minister, Indiraji, however powerful,
was only a daughter of J awaharlal Nehru so and so forth. None the
less, Indian feminist scholars and activists have to wrestle to carve a
separate identity for feminism in India.

The heterogeneity of Indian experience divulges that there
are multiple patriarchies and so also are there multiple feminisms.
Therefore, feminism in India has changed over time in relation to
historical and cultural realities, levels of consciousness, perceptions
and actions of individual women and women as a group. It is high
time that we must deconstruct the notions of femininity, masculinity
sexism as biologically determined categories to pave the way towards




an equitable society for pmh men and.womcn.

[n India, the notion of "equality" W.as totally unheard untj|
liberally exposed Western-educated Indians Introduced it jpn the early
nineteenth century. However, the term did not gain Momentum i,
Indian life until the country achieved independence in 1947 and adopteq
a democratic government. The Indian Constitution then 8ranteq
equality and freedom from bi gotry based on gender or religion,

The concept of "feminism" is irreplaceable Within the
context of Indian culture. India's feminist movement was Initiated

I\fOVA is dedicated to the all aspiring girls of Kamrup College,

- Sanjib Kumar Goswami
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Sounds in daily life

-Anupam Deka
B.A. 1%t Semester

Sounds are an intimate acquaintance in our lives for forever.
We listen to many more sounds from birth and itis our friend of all
time. Some sounds are mind-blowing - songs of wise singers', infants'
murmuring, sweet speech of birds' in the morning are thrown lie a
sweet shower in our ear. Besides, there are some other sounds
which arousing uneasiness - that of a hammer, various sounds of
factory, bomb-cracks, noises of meeting - processing, ear painful
horns of vehicles and loud noises of thunders. Such type of not-
- rtended sounds are called uproar or sound - suffering. On the other
hand they are called ear - affected sounds. Sounds are produced
from vibrations of articles. When those vibrations are relatively
pressured in the air atoms and stroked our eardrum through waves,
then the feelings of sounds pass through our nerves to brains.
According to scientists the sounds which are originated from regular
and versified vibrations are pleasurable to hear, but otherwise that
means when it crosses the limit of endurance of hearing, it becomes
a sound - suffering or uproar. Generally, the sounds which have
frequencies greater than 20000 Hertz or less than 20 Hertz that's
are not heard by human ear. The sounds having frequencies more
than 20000 Hertz are called Ultrasonic sounds and having
frequencies less than 20 Hertz are called Infra sonic sound. The
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power of sounds should be 45_—55 decipel in populous areag If it
crosses this limit then people will suffer in uproar that means sound
pollution. . N

Different animals have different hearing sensitivity, The Bats,
Dolphins and the days can hear the Ultrasonic sounds.

The Ultrasound is in the Sound Navigation and Ranging
(SONAR). Itis a device that uses Ultrasonic waves to measure the
speed, direction and distance of an underwater object. SONAR
consists of a detector and transmitter which is installed in a ship or
a boat. Transmitter emits Ultrasonic waves and these waves trave]
through water. Those Ultrasonic waves get reflected back after
striking the object on the sea-bed. The detector detects those waves
and converts into electrical signals which are appropriately
interpreted. The SONAR technique is used to determine the depth
of the sea and to locate icebergs, sunken ships, underwater hills
valleys, submarine etc.

To detect cracks and flaws in metal blocks, Ultrasonic sounds
can be used. To ensure safety of metal used in manufacturing of
machines scientific equipments, bridges and buildings etc; it is
important to test the metal used before manufacturing the same.

To clean parts located in hard to reach places, Ultrasound
can be used. Ultrasonic waves are sent into the cleaning solution
where the objects to be cleaned or placed. The particles of dust, of
such hard-to-reach objects.

Doctors use the technique called Echocardiography in which
ultrasonic waves are made to reflect from various parts of the hearts
and form image of the heart.

Doctors also use an instrument called Ultrasound scanner
for getting images of internal organs such as kidney, gall bladder,
uterus, liver etc. of the human body. These images of internal organs
helps the doctor to detect the abnormalities such as tumors in
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different organs, stones in kidney and gall bladder etc.
'Ultrasonography' to examine the fetus.

Another use of ultrasound is to break small stones formed in
the kidney into fine grains. These grains later get flushed out with
urine.

Ultrasonic sounds are also used to destroy the bacterias and
to drive away the insects. Besides, an ultrasound can be sent to a
far distance as a signal.

Moreover, the Infrasonic sounds are used for forecasting
natural disasters and they are also used in therapeutic devices to
treat the people with physical illness.

The institutions of factories have increased the strength of
sounds in distinct places of town area. It is something possible to
control the sound-pollutions if the government distributes the license
very carefully to the industries with respect to the sound-pollution.
In town or city area it is fit to be investigated the theme of sound
pollution when an anormous apartment is permissed to build,
because the power of reflected sounds are very much at the time of
making that. In present times it is seen that governments sound
pollution control board takes some preferences on hospitals, schools,
colleges or institutions which are announced as silent areas, it is
prohibited to bomb-cracks in roads or its industries are prohibited

in populous areas.



women Education in India

- Nandita Thakuri,
B.A. 1% Semester

"[f you educated a man, you educate an individual however,
if you educate a woman you educate a whole family. Women,
empowered means mother India empowered” - Jawaharlal Nehry

The men and women are the two wheels of the society. If
one of these two falls ill, the society cannot make progress. Hence
we need education for the females as we need for the males. Women
education in India has been a major education of both the
government and civil society. As educated women can play a very
vital role in the development of the country. Education is the milestone
of women empowerment because it enables them to response to
the challenges, to confront their traditional role and change their
life.

Education means an all-round drawing out of the best in child
and man body, mind and spirit. The imperative character of education
for individual growth and social development is now accepted by
everyone.

The female education is highly necessary for the society.
Because mothers are the first teachers of the children. They are the
first teachers of the future citizen of the country. If the mothers ar®
ignorant, they cannot take proper care of the children. They cannot
infuse good qualities in them. Hence, the very foundation of our

4___4
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people will be remain weak, if the females will ignorant, the society
will lose the services of a powerful part of our society. So, female
education is quite necessary for the girls.

But female education has some disadvantage. It is found in
Europe and America that the education women do not like their
children. They leave them in the nursery, more out of their disgust
than for any other reason.

The present position of women education in that Indians is
conservative by nature. So, their blind faith and age, old superstitions
stood against the female education. Now people feel qualities or
potentialities of female education. Now in India we find women
professor, lady doctor, lady scientists, lady politicians and lady
ministers. But a large number of women are still in the dark. They
should be educated in the interest of our national progress.

Conclusion : India is now optimistic in the field of female
education. We have the female philosophers like Gargi, Maitreyi
and Viswabura in the Vedic age. We had Mirabai, Ahal-yabi,
Durgabai, Laxmi bai in the day of history. They were all learned.
Hence, we had a great tradition during the days of our degeneration.
Now, we have revived. So, we will certainly revive the female
education in India.



Dowry System

- Hiranya Barmay,
B.A. 1¥ Semester

Along with the caste system, dowry system is practiced byt
still criticized in India. It is acting as accurse in our social life and has
degraded the status women hood in our country.

Perhaps, like many other systems, it might have been started
with a good intention; to help the newly wedded to start a new life.
But unfortunately, of late it has become a necked commercial
transaction. In the case of affluent parents perhaps it does not matter
so much when they willingly pay for a well-established bride-groom.
Dowry becomes a status symbol for them. But in the case of middle
and lower middle class families the dowry system has become a
curse. For most of them are too poor to pay the price demanded
for well placed bridge grooms. Thousand of unfortunate girls of
marriageable ages are unable to meet the dowry demanded, and so
remain unmarried, causing tensions and creating socio-economic
problems in the family first and then in the society; even leading to
ruina many families at times. Sometimes over aged sensitive spinsters
unable to bear the sight of worried family, feel dejected, unwanted,
which finally lead them to commit suicide.

Even after marriage, wives are often tortured by their in-laws,
the husbands remaining mute spectators, either to extract more
dowry on for the failure on the part of the poor girl's father to honour
the commitment. We often read in newspapers that newly marric
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