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A one-week faculty development programme organised by the Department of Education & 

Department of Economics in collaboration with IQAC, Kamrup College on “Research Methodology 

and Academic Publication (Interdisciplinary)” was held at Kamrup College, Chamata from 7
th

 

November, 2022 to 13
th
 November, 2022. The programme focused on refreshing and upgrading the 

research skills of the participants at different stages in their respective academic careers across a 

diverse set of academic disciplines. The objective of the program was to enhance and expand the 

knowledge base of the participants in academic writing and publishing; research methodology; 

literature review; research ethics; data types; sampling and modelling; data collection and analysis 

techniques; plagiarism, journal indexing, etc.  

 

 

Day 1:  

DATE: 7th November 2022 

Inaugural Session: 

 

The session started with the ceremony of lightning of lamp by Dr. B.N. Pathak, Retd. faculty of the 

Department of Economics, Kamrup College, Chamata and current President of Governing Body, 

Kamrup College, Chamata. This was followed by a welcome address to the participants by Dr. D. 

Bezbaruah, Principal, Kamrup College, Chamata. On behalf of the organising committee and 

IQAC, Kamrup College, Dr. Biswajit Das explained the objectives behind the programme aimed at 

professional development of the participants. The programme was inaugurated by Dr. B.N. Pathak 

who appreciated the efforts of the organisers by affirming his support in his inaugural speech.  

 



 

Inaugural Session 

 

 

Technical session: I&II  

Resource person:  

Prof. Tarun Chandra Bora,  

VC, Krishnaguru Adhyatmik Visvavidyalaya 

 

Prof. Bora presented a talk on the topic “Quality PhD: A presentation from National R&D Institute” 

with special focus on various works of his team from CSIR-NEIST, Jorhat. His lecture revolved 

around the rich biodiversity (including animal, plant and microbial diversity) along with the ethnic 

diversity of the Northeast Indian region, indicating the feasibility of selection of quality PhD topics 

pertaining to the same. He discussed about the Indo-Burma biodiversity hotspot, the importance of 

protected forest areas, status of endemic species and discovery of microbial species in Northeast 

India, simultaneously commenting on the status and scope of good research concerning the issues. 

During the ‘discussions and comments’ section following the talk, he offered his critical analysis 

regarding challenges in sustaining good quality of PhD works in institutes of higher education and 

nationally funded scientific labs, along with providing valuable comments on social issues such as 

poaching of endangered animals and illegal trade. 

 

 
Resource Person: Prof. Tarun Ch. Bora 



 

Day 2 

Date: 8
th

 November, 2022 

Resource Person: Dr. Ajit Debnath  

Associate Professor & Head, Department of Economics 

Mahapurush Srimanta Shankardev Vishwavidyalaya, Nagaon: 

 

Technical Session: III  

Dr. Debnath talked about the latest trends in sampling techniques in the social sciences in his talk 

titled “Sampling Design”. After a brief survey of the diverse research disciplines of the participants, 

he reviewed the technical terms commonly encountered in data sampling and proceeded to explain 

the need and purpose of sampling. This was followed by a discussion on the sampling methods and 

sampling errors. He also highlighted the commonly used techniques for sample size determination. 

 

Technical Session: IV 

In this interactive session, Dr. Debnath talked about modelling in research citing practical examples 

from existing research works. He emphasised on the need for developing good sample survey 

designs and discussed about the commonly encountered challenges in the data collection process. 

He proceeded to discuss the various statistical models historically and currently used in social 

sciences based on the data types and research quotient. In addition, he briefly highlighted the good 

practices in academic writing and encouraged the participants to follow the same. The session 

ended with an interactive discussion between the speaker and participants on the use cases of 

various statistical models and sampling techniques. 

 

 

 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Pankaj Namasudra 

 

As a guest speaker, Dr. Pankaj Namasudra spoke on the similarities and differences in the structure 

of PhD works in the field of cultural studies with that in the fields of social sciences or basic 

sciences. He focused on the importance of thorough field study in the discipline of cultural studies 



and talked about the challenges met in the process and how to overcome the same citing instances 

of his first-hand experiences during his PhD research. 

 

Day 3: 

Date: 9
th

 November, 2022 

Resource person: Dr. Mukunda Sarma 

Bhawanipur Anchalik College 

 

Technical Session V: 

Dr. Sarma’s talk titled “Types of Data and Sources” initially focused on the broader meaning of data 

subsequently moving towards a statistical description to explain the significance of data in research. 

He discussed about the types of data and the sources of data used in academic research. 

 

 

Technical Session VI: 

In this session, Dr Sarma talked about the various data analysis methods currently used in social 

sciences. Capitalising on his experiences as a college administrator, he talked about the scopes and 

challenges of research among the college faculty in Assam from an administration viewpoint. This 

was followed by an active discussion on the various features and policies in the National Education 

Policy-2020 in the context of academic research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 4: 

Date: 10
th

 November, 2022 

Resource person: Dr Purabi Baishya 

 

Technical Session VII: 

In the talk titled ‘Research Methodology in Education’, Dr Baishya gave a brief overview of 

research in general reviewing the meaning and characteristics of research, types of research, criteria 

for good research as well as desirable qualities of research scholars. She focused on the process of 

research explaining the steps involved in it. This was followed by a review of research methodology 

and its types and importance. In continuation, she briefly talked about the sampling design in 

research methodology, common data collection methods and data analysis methods in social 

sciences, citing appropriate instances and examples from the discipline of education research. This 

was followed by an interactive session on research paper formats and common referencing and 

citation styles in practice. 

 

Technical Session VIII: 

Dr Baishya delivered a talk titled “Writing an effective research paper” focusing on good practices 

in academic writing and commented on its need in the professional growth of faculty in higher 

educational institutes. The talk focused on the structural organisation of a good academic research 

paper and ways of choosing good journals for publication. The talk also briefly highlighted ways of 

checking and avoiding plagiarism in academic writing. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 5: 

Date: 11
th

 November, 2022 

Speaker: Prof. Sanjay K Singh 

Head, Department of Library and Information Science, Gauhati University 

 

Technical Session IX: 

In his talk titled “Publication and Journal Indexing”, Prof. S. K Singh briefly reviewed ethics in 

research followed by a thorough discussion on journal indexing, indexing bodies and various types 

of academic publications. He commented on the steps of the process of publishing a paper and 

provided comments and suggestions for choosing quality topics for publication and selecting good 

journals. He also highlighted the peer review process currently in use in the academic publication 

process. This was followed by a brief discussion on malpractices by journals and suggested ways to 

avoid cloned journals and predatory journals. 

 

Technical Session X:  

The second session comprised of a talk titled “Plagiarism” where Prof. Singh discussed about the 

practices that qualify as plagiarism in academics and commented on the reasons for the prevalence 

of plagiarism in academics. He highlighted the common types of plagiarisms citing appropriate 

examples and talked about the tools to check and prevent plagiarism in academic writing. He also 

commented on the fair use policies in academic publishing along with ways of intellectual property 

rights violation. This was followed by a discussion on the consequences and penalties for 

plagiarism currently in practice in India as per UGC.  

 

 

 

 
 

 



Day 6: 

Date: 12
th

 November, 2022 

Resource person: 

Dr Jyotiraj Pathak, Principal, North Kamrup College 

Technical Session XI: 

 

Dr. Pathak spoke on the topic “Research Ethics” by first reviewing the terminologies related to the 

topic of research in general, thereby proceeding to a detailed discussion of ethics in research. He 

highlighted the basic principles of ethics and explained the major ethical principles and codes in 

detail citing appropriate examples. He also talked in detail about ethics in the process of academic 

publishing and presented remarks on associated topics such as intellectual property rights, 

malpractices in assigning authorship, plagiarism and fraud in publishing, malpractices by academic 

publishing houses such as cloned journals or predatory journals. Finally, he commented on the 

obligations of individuals or groups involved in research in following and upholding ethical 

practices and emphasised on the need to follow ethical practices in academics. 

 

Technical Session XII: 

In this session, Dr. Pathak delivered a talk on the topic “Literature Review”. A brief review of the 

basic definition and meaning of the term ‘literature review’ was followed by a discussion of the 

objectives of literature review and its importance in the field of research. He commented on the 

prevalent practices of what is included in literature review and the types of sources that are used for 

the process of literature review. He also commented on the ways of organising and structuring 

literature review in academic writing as well as on the decisions involved in literature selection and 

literature review writing. He offered his remarks on what makes a good literature review by revising 

the aim and purpose of it in research and gaps in the process of literature review. He concluded the 

session with a discussion on the topic of writing styles and review process in the context of 

literature review in academic research. 

 

Resource Person: Dr. Jyotiraj Pathak 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 


